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Two Waynesville High School 
seniors – Lydia Choi and Sarah 
Hilburgh – have been named 2022 
Missouri Scholars 100. 

“This is a highly competitive and 
very selective award that few students 
ever receive,” said Dr. Jason Whitt, 
WHS principal. “Having two students 
in the same year demonstrates their 
exceptional work ethic, their talents 
and their involvement in many 
activities.” 

Choi is the daughter of David and 
Hae Kessler. Hilburgh is the daughter 
of Adam and Kay Hilburgh. 

Missouri Scholars 100 is a program 
sponsored by the Missouri Association 
of Secondary School Principals. 
Schools across Missouri were invited 
to nominate candidates for this state-

2 WHS seniors named Missouri Scholars 

wide recognition. The selection 
is based primarily on a formula 
using the student’s grade point 

average and ACT or SAT score. Each 
student nominated had to first meet 

Lydia Choi, Dr. Jason Whitt and Sarah Hilburgh
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A painting by Kaitlyn 
Parker (at right), a 
Waynesville High School 
senior, has won the 
Governor’s Mansion Award 
and will be on display in the 
Governor’s Mansion until 
next year.

Parker’s artwork was 
selected by Gov. Mike 
Parson and will hang in the 
Governor’s Mansion until the 
Youth Art Ceremony of 2023.

Parker was among eight art 
students from Waynesville 

Artwork to be displayed at 
Governor’s Mansion
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Kris Scott, a 5th grade teacher at East 
Elementary (at right), has been named the 2022 
Waynesville R-VI Teacher of the Year for the 
district. More info will appear about Scott in the 
next issue of Tiger Tails. 



The Waynesville High School 
Interact Club and Diversity 
Committee helped dedicate a peace 
pole at WHS on March 29, 2022. 

This pole is one of approximately 
250,000 peace poles worldwide.  
“May Peace Prevail on Earth” is 
written in English, Spanish, French, 
German, Korean, Samoan and 
Filipino – the seven most popular 
languages spoken by WHS students. 
The cedar pole was carved by Mikey 
Patro of E&M Woodworks.  

Peace poles serve as a symbol of 
hope and the dream of a better future.  
The message “May Peace Prevail 
on Earth” acts as a daily reminder to 
think, speak and act in the spirit of 
peace and harmony.  

The pole was a collaborative 
effort between the Rotary Club of 
Pulaski County, the WHS Interact 
Club, the WHS Diversity Committee, 
the Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education, Waynesville High School 
and the district’s maintenance team.  

WHS students, Rotary dedicate peace pole

criteria of an “Academic Decathlon,” 
which included 10 events designed 
to assure the academic strength of 
the student. To meet the decathlon 
requirements, the student must have 
a minimum GPA of 3.75, a minimum 
ACT score of 29 or a minimum SAT 
score of 1900, be ranked in the upper 
10 percent of the class and have taken 
upper-level courses in mathematics, 
science, English and foreign language. 
The student must also have excellent 
attendance, be an exemplary school 
citizen and be involved in school 
activities. 

“The Missouri Scholars 100 
Program is one of the most premier 
academic recognition programs in 
the country,” said Clark Mershon, 
executive director of the principals’ 
association. “It is truly a celebration 
of learning. Students who are selected 
to this program have taken a rigorous 
course of study and have maintained 
the highest academic standards.”

High School who were honored at 
the State Capitol on Monday, March 
21, 2022, during the annual Youth Art 
Month Ceremony. Students selected 
were (from left to right) Kaitlyn 
Parker, Lancey Schubbe, Carson 
Harris, Yabra Nelson, Allyssa Brush, 
Zayda Dent, Landon Wilkinson and 
Alissa Bruce. Awards were presented 
by Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe, Secretary 
of State John Ashcroft, and Hester 

Menier, the president of Missouri Art 
Educator Association.  

The educators of the YAM students 
are Sarah Luttrell and Amy Rushing, 
both art teachers at WHS.

WHS art students at the Missouri Capitol. 

100 scholars
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Ceremony participants included 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; 
Jacque Howard, Rotary past district 
governor; Stephanie Peace, WHS 
teacher and Interact sponsor; Gabriela 
Pelliccia, WHS Interact Club student; 
Kymberly Rodriguez, WHS assistant 
principal and Diversity Committee 
sponsor; Caleb Smith, WHS Diversity 
Committee student; Janice Wilson, 
Rotary Assistant Governor and Rotary 
Club representative to Interact; and 
Cydnee Gilmore, WHS choir director, 

who, along with Wilson, led the group 
in singing, “Let There Be Peace 
on Earth” at the conclusion of the 
ceremony. 

Art Continued from page 1



At Freedom Elementary, Anita Humphrey’s first grade class and Melissa Borgos class collaborated on a fun graphing activity. 
The kindergarten students were excited to sort, count and graph with their first-grade peers. The kindergartners can’t wait to 
be in first grade next year!

Thayer Elementary 
students are 
learning what 
it takes to be 
prepared for a 
career and college. 
Students in grades 
K-5 attended a 
Career Fair to learn 
about available 
career paths. They 
learned about what 
it takes to prepare 
for the different 
types of careers 
as well as the 
responsibilities and 
duties of each role.

 

Thayer students learn about colleges and careers



Mary Henry, a senior at Waynesville High School, has been 
named the Rotary Student of the Month for March. She was 
recognized by the Pulaski County Rotary Club on March 22, 
2022.

At WHS, Henry has been a member of the Freshman Mentor 
Program, National Honor Society and Beta Club. She has 
played volleyball and soccer and serves as a yearbook editor. 
Throughout high school, Henry has carried a 3.75 cumulative 
grade point average and taken three dual credit classes. She 
was chosen to represent the character word, “confidence.” 

Her nominator wrote, “Mary always displayed confidence 
throughout the volleyball season. She believed in herself and 
it helped to make her into a leader for our team. I knew I could 
always count on her when things got hard or tough because 
she had the confidence to succeed.” 

She is the daughter of Dr. Brian and Dr. Kristina Henry and 
plans to attend Columbia College in Columbia, Mo., where 
she has signed to play volleyball and will major in sports 
management.

Henry named Rotary 
Student of the Month

As the finale to Waynesville High School’s Academic 
Week celebration, students with grade point averages of 
3.7 or above were able to purchase food and treats from 
participating vendors and picnic in the sunshine while 
socializing with their peers. The event was originally 
scheduled for March 11, but due to inclement weather, was 
moved to March 21. 

Thayer Elementary staff “synergized” with PTO 
members to host a Leader In Me Family Bingo night. 
The focus habit was “Think Win-Win.”  Thomas 
Arrington, a paraprofessional at Thayer, called the 
numbers for many successful rounds of Bingo.  
Students were able to win prizes, and enjoy dinner 
at school with their family. In the top photo, Thayer 
families enjoy the evening. Above, Thayer Principal 
Robyn Justice helps a student select a prize. 

Mark Lojewski was recognized as the March 2022 
Transportation Employee of the Month by Karl Wilking, 
director of transportation, during the Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education meeting on March 21.  



Casey Bladdick, the counselor at Thayer 
Elementary, has been named the Certified Employee of 
the Month for March 2022.  She was surprised on April 
1, 2022, when Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of 
personnel services, presented her with a certificate in front of 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education members Janel Rowell 
and Rick Harne; Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and Thayer 
Principal Robyn Justice. 

One of her nominators stated, “Mrs. Bladdick is very kind. 
She always has a positive attitude and sets a great example 
for others. She is always willing to lend a hand when things 

Bladdick named Certified Employee of the Month

get busy. She greets our students every morning with a smile 
on her face and love in her heart. Our students look forward 
to seeing her in the cafeteria and in groups like Girls Yoga 
and Kindness Club. She the best at spirit wear and always has 
great team spirit.” 

Another nominator stated, “Mrs. Bladdick always 
encourages students. She has positive signs in her room 
reminding students to be awesome, that they can do hard 
things and that anything is possible. She helps students believe 
in themselves.” 

Sara Shelton, a paraprofessional at Wood Elementary, has 
been named the Classified Employee of the Month for March 
2022.  She was surprised on April 1, 2022, when Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented 
her with a certificate in front of Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education members Janel Rowell and Rick Harne; Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent; and Wood Principal Susan Shultz. 

One of her nominators stated, “Mrs. Shelton conducts 
herself in a professional manner and remains calm both in 
crisis and routine. She instills a sense of playfulness in her 
students and provides positive encouragement every day. She 

works at helping her students develop independence, and 
encourages interaction with fellow students and the teacher. 
The most important attribute Mrs. Shelton displays during 
each work day is her positive attitude. She is a team player and 
collaborates well with her special education team and Wood 
staff. It is obvious to all that she enjoys being around children 
and acting as a positive influence in their lives.”

Another nominator stated, “Mrs. Shelton does an amazing 
job making sure things are ready for students in the classroom 
when Mrs. Lehman is out. She makes sure students are safe 
and taken care of. She also makes sure everyone in the room 
knows what they need to do. She helps new paraprofessionals 
understand the expectations and how everything works. She is 
very patient and works with every student in a calm manner.  
She is a great asset to the CSS room.”

Shelton named Classified Employee of the Month



The Waynesville R-VI School District celebrated Disability 
Acceptance Week on March 28-April 1 by wearing specific 
colors on certain days as follows: 

Monday: red, rare diseases
Tuesday: purple, cerebral palsy/pompe
Wednesday: yellow, Down Syndrome
Thursday: green, mental illness
Friday: blue, autism
This year’s theme was “Inclusion is within everyone’s 

ability.” 
Photos below are from Williams Early Childhood Center. Freedom Elementary 

staff members promoting 
Disability Acceptance Week. 

The public is invited to attend the Waynesville High School 
Art Reception from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Friday, April 22, in the 
lecture hall at WHS.  The lecture hall is located at the 
rear of the high school on the Tiger Stadium side of the 
building. In addition, the Spring Tiger Festival of Nations 
will be held from 5 to 6:15 p.m. on April 22 outside at WHS.

 

District celebrates Disability 
Acceptance Week


